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Welcome to the “on-line” version of our current 
 

Church Newsletter 
 
 
 
 
We publish a monthly newsletter which is distributed to all our 
members and adherents through the pigeon holes in our church 
vestibule. We also send copies by post to friends of the church who 
now live away from Nottingham and large print versions are 
available to those who need them 
 
 
Please note that, for this “on-line” version of the newsletter, some 
information from our printed magazine has been omitted. This 
normally includes: 
 

• personalia 

• personal "thank you" letters 

• home addresses of members 

• some details of events for children and young people 
 

which we have chosen to remove for child protection, security and 
other privacy reasons. 
 
We also remove material (such as that supplied by Christian Aid for 
inclusion in church magazines) to avoid possible difficulty with 
copyright issues. 

 
 
Full details of the venues, times and names of individuals to contact 
are in the printed version of the newsletter or are available from the 
church secretary. 
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MINISTER’S LETTER 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I would like to offer my profound thanks to all those who 

contributed to “Light Night”, making it such a wonderful 

evening. In spite of the enormous traffic problems that night, 

an astonishing number of people managed to find their way 

through our doors.   Thank you to those who cooked, served 

and washed up; to those who played and to those who sang 

their hearts out; to those who danced; to those who put up 

decorations and took them down again afterwards; to those 

who advertised our Church life and to those who stewarded 

and made themselves available.   The final come and sing was 

spectacular! Most of all, my profound thanks go to Jill G. for 

organising the evening and making sure that everything ran 

smoothly.   It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening.  

 

Please note that on Sunday 1st March, our children and young 

people will be coming back into the Church to join our 

congregation for our celebration of Holy Communion.   Our 

children and young people are very welcome to share in the 

taking of the elements, but please note that this is subject to 

parental permission. 

 

On Sunday 15th March, the South Nottingham Area will hold 

our first Area Service.   This will be held at Friary URC.   The 

hope is that those who wish to attend will not stay long in 

coffee after our own Morning Service, but instead will make 

their way to Friary URC for lunch.   Please bring your own 

lunch and our friends at Friary will provide teas and coffees. 
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When everyone has finished lunch, we will move into the 

Church for a short Act of Worship, finishing no later than 

2.30pm.   It is our hope that such Area Services will provide an 

opportunity for members and friends across our five Churches 

to get to know one another better.   If this is supported and is 

felt to be helpful, then we will plan further such Area Services, 

moving around our five Churches. 

 

On Sunday 22nd March, Mothering Sunday, our Morning 

Worship will be led by our Young People.   This will be a 

special Service as part of our 150th Anniversary Celebrations. 

Our young people will encourage us to look back 150 years 

and to look forward 150 years.   I am deeply grateful to our 

young friends and their leaders for all the thought and hard 

work that has gone into the preparation of this Act of Worship. 

We look forward to sharing in this time of worship with them. 

 

On Sunday 29th March, we shall hold our Annual General 

Meeting in the Large Hall, following Morning Worship.   Tables 

will be set up for this and please do bring your drinks and 

lunches to enjoy while our meeting is in progress.   I will be 

leading Morning Worship at Keyworth URC that morning and I 

will endeavour to be with you as soon as I can. 

 

During the season of Lent we shall be holding Lent Groups, 

using material produced by Churches Together in Britain and 

Ireland, entitled ‘Setting our Hearts on Fire’.   Details of the 

Lent Groups can be found in this newsletter.   There is a warm 

invitation to you all to join us in one of these groups and I hope 

you will want to take the opportunity that Lent provides for 
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looking more closely at our spiritual life in company with 

others.   If you would like to host a group in your home, 

something that you may not have done before, we would be 

delighted to encourage you in doing that.   Please either speak 

to me, or to Mark H. or to Nicola R. and we will help you set up 

your group. 

 

In my letter a few months ago I made a plea for more help in 

our crèche.   My profound thanks to those who responded to 

that plea.   However, there are still some Sundays when we 

cannot offer two people to staff our crèche.   Please may I ask 

you again to give serious consideration to helping in our 

crèche.   We want to encourage younger families to join with 

us in worship and offering a crèche facility is absolutely 

essential for those families who would like to worship free of 

the responsibility of looking after their babies.   The more 

people who offer to take their place on a rota for the crèche, 

the less often the need to be out of congregational worship. 

Please, please may I ask you to think and pray about this.   If 

you would like to offer your help in the crèche, then please 

speak with either myself or Liz C. 

 

May God’s peace and love be found in our hearts and in our 

homes. 

 

God’s richest blessings, 

Chris. 
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PASTORAL NEWS 
 
We pray for all those within our Church family who are facing 
times of difficulty and illness.   If you are aware of any specific 
pastoral needs, please do contact either your Elder or Rev’d 
Chris Ford. 
 
 
SUMMARY OF THE FEBRUARY ELDERS COUNCIL 
MEETING 
 
Synod Environmental Policy: Responses received from 
members about this policy have been collated and forwarded 
to our Synod. 
Nottingham City Council carbon neutral target: It was 
agreed that we should seek to be as well-informed as possible 
about likely developments and to engage with other city centre 
churches and neighbours to help us find constructive ways 
forward.  
Signage:  The Light Night banner is on display and signs 
indicating routes for wheelchair access have been affixed.  
Junior Church A suggestion was received that a bird bath be 
placed in our courtyard area in memory of Lilya Coleman-
Jones.   This was agreed and also that it should be formally 
dedicated. 
Development Project: Feedback about professional fee costs 
is slowly coming in.  
Pastoral Matters: The meeting shared news of those 
connected with the church who have been unwell, those who 
are recovering their health and those for whom we are 
concerned at this time.   News of special family celebrations 
were also shared. 
Worship and Christian Education Sub Group: The Group 
agreed that our forthcoming study groups should use this 
years’ CCTBI Lent course.   We are looking to become a 
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Nottingham Hub for Stepwise and Rev’d Peter Stephenson 
has agreed to come and give us a talk about how it operates. 
Synod is developing a Training Plan and is encouraging all 
Churches to develop their own Training Plan.   It was 
suggested that we might have another young-family-orientated 
service. 
Finance and Property Sub Group: The Finance Committee 
has met and included recommendation to increase payments 
in line with inflation indicators and this was agreed.   The 
timetable for the end of year process was noted.   Pressure 
washing to remove algae and or chemical treatment will be 
needed in the courtyard area. 
Communications Working Party: It was agreed to display a 
list of church post-holders together with photographs and to 
also include members of the Elders’ Council.   The names of  
Pastoral Elders should be also added.   It was noted that 
GDPR consent would be needed.   The recommendation to 
use Siteground as our website hosting service provider was 
agreed.   It was also agreed to use email to share the weekly 
announcements.   A contract has been received from the 
suppliers of the Digital noticeboard.   It will be installed towards 
the end of the month.   The “blue information leaflet” for visitors 
to our church, has been recreated and updated.   It was 
agreed that this may be copied ready for Light Night.  
Minister’s Business: The practical arrangements for the 
Synod Meeting in March were discussed.   The Rev’d Geoffrey 
Clark, our incoming Synod Moderator, has agreed to preach at 
our anniversary service on 6th September.   It was agreed that 
communion should be moved to the following Sunday, 13th 
September.   The arrangements for the Harvest weekend was 
discussed including the numbers that might be accommodated 
in the Large and Small Hall.   It was agreed that the next 
Elders Training Day should be held in the spring of 2021 and 
that this could be a safeguarding update open to all 
organisation leaders and volunteers and to others in the South 
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Nottingham Area.   The Minister will be on retreat from 25th to 
29th May. 
Annual Return: The Annual Return to Synod records our 
membership at 175 as of the end of 2019.   The reduction is as 
a result of a major review undertaken by the Pastoral Sub 
Group.   Attendance at worship has been higher again at the 
beginning of this year with no Sunday having fewer than a 
hundred in attendance. 
AoB Items: It was agreed that the Nottingham Scottish 
Association may serve alcohol at two events.   Surplus plastic 
chairs are going to be collected and taken to groups which can 
use them.   Concern was expressed about the shortage of 
volunteers in the Creche. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

 
E-MAIL LIST FOR WEEKLY NOTICES 
 
For at least an experimental period, Richard G. has kindly 
agreed to send the weekly notices to the electronic mailing list 
that was set up three years ago, which has so far been used to 
circulate information about church meetings.   This was one of 
the recommendations of a recent Communications Sub-Group 
meeting, to help those who are unable to attend morning 
worship keep in touch with what is going on. 
 
If you are already receiving the church meeting material then 
you don’t need to do anything to also receive the notices, but if 
you wish to subscribe to the list details of which are in the 
printed version of the newsletter and give your name and e-
mail address.   You will be sent an e-mail with another link 
asking you to confirm your request, which will then need to be 
approved, to restrict access to the list.   Your e-mail address 
will remain confidential to the church officers who administer 
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the list and will not be shared with other organisations.   You 
can unsubscribe again at any time if you wish. 
 
Subscribers are asked to respect confidentiality and not 
forward the information circulated outside the fellowship, 
unless it is about an event to which the public are invited. 
Please contact Ian V. with any queries or if you need help with 
subscribing to the list. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

 

BRITISH SUMMER TIME 
 
Once again we can enjoy a bit more daylight and BST begins 
at 02.00 on Sunday 29th March, so all clocks, watches and 
timers should be put FORWARD by 1 hour – unless they are 
radio controlled and do it themselves. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

 

 
N.B. Please note that Sunday 15th March is the last day  
 for contributions for the April Newsletter. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
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ELECTION OF PASTORAL ELDERS 
 
The Elders’ Council has agreed that it has become necessary 
for our congregation to elect some more Pastoral Elders. 
 
Any church member is eligible for election to the Eldership 
provided they have held membership for more than 12 months.  
We would encourage all members to think about this and 
make recommendations of church members to become Elders. 
 
The process of the election is that members are asked to 
submit recommendations of new Pastoral Elders without 
discussion with others, including those being recommended.   
Members who receive wide support from across the 
congregation will be approached by the Minister to see if they 
are willing to be nominated and the Elders’ Council will then 
bring forward names for election at a Church Meeting later in 
the year. 
 
To avoid possible hurt and embarrassment we ask you to 
make your recommendations from your own knowledge of 
other members and not seek to obtain the consent of someone 
you may wish to recommend or canvass on anyone’s behalf. 
 
Forms for your recommendations will be available in church 
from Sunday, 1st March. Your completed forms may be handed 
to me or posted to arrive no later than Tuesday, 31st March. 
You may also communicate your recommendations in an email 
to me at standrewswithcastegate.sec@gmail.com, again to be 
received no later than Tuesday, 31st March. 
 
Thank you. 

Noel W 
 

*     *     *     *     * 
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HOMELESS AND OTHER CALLERS 
 
It has been drawn to my attention that from time to time church 
members have been approached by a man who claims to be 
suffering from Asperger’s syndrome and asks for money to pay 
for his bus fare home.   There is a natural compassionate 
desire to provide help; however the similarity of his plight, 
frequency of visits, and behaviour strongly suggests that he is 
being disingenuous. 
 
It was agreed at the Elders Council that this issue should be 
highlighted in the Newsletter.   In addition I thought it would be 
helpful to remind us all about how to manage homeless callers 
to the church.   The following is drawn from a leaflet published 
by the Church of England entitled How to help homeless 
callers in Nottingham.   A few copies are available in the 
vestibule. 
 
New legislation - The Homeless Reduction Act places an 
obligation on local authorities to provide help for anyone who is 
homeless or is at risk of becoming homeless or is sleeping on 
the streets. 
 
Here are some of the ways you can help. 

• Ask if the individual is receiving any help from 

Homeless Services Street Outreach (Framework) / 

Emmanuel House / The Friary.   If you are worried for 

their safety – The Street Outreach Team can be 

contacted on the following 24 hour hotline 0800 066 

5356 or text SOTS to 80800 followed by your message.  

Or call Streetlink on 0300 500 0914, or Streetlink.org.uk 

(or download Streetlink App); 

• If you have time – listen to their story in a public place - 

DON’T invite them into your home or into the church.  
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Remember to put your own safety above the needs of 

the caller. 

• If you have time – offer a warm drink and bite to eat and 

don’t be embarrassed about closing the door on 

someone while you get the food. 

• If the homeless person is in immediate danger health 

wise – call an ambulance or police on 999.   If you 

believe them to be a danger to you or to others, call 

police on 999. 

• DON’T give money as it could well be for an addiction.  

Alternatives are Foodbank Vouchers/City Transport 

cards.   These are available in church – please contact 

either the Minister, Lorna Revill or myself to find where 

they are kept. 

• DON’T offer to give individuals a lift unless 

accompanied by another adult. 

• Direct homeless callers to local drop-in services for a 

range of services including Homeless Health Team:- 

− Emmanuel House – Goose Gate Nottingham, 

NG1 1FE. Tel. 0115 950 7140. Open Mon – Fri 

9.30 – 1pm; Sat & Sun 3.30 - 6pm. 

− Street Outreach : 0800 066 5356 

− The Friary, 46 Muster Road, West Bridgford 

NG2 7PR. Tel. 0115 982 5448.  Open 9am – 

1pm every Mon, Weds, & Fri.  In addition for 

Rough Sleepers 8.30am. to 11am every Tuesday 

& Thursday. 

 
Noel W 

 
*     *     *     *     * 
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 LIGHT NIGHT 2020 
 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make Light Night 2020 a 
success.   We had so many comments from people saying 
how much they enjoy coming to our event.   Some are now 
regulars and look forward to coming every year.   We had a 
great variety of performers who freely gave their time and 
talents so we thank them all for their support.   Despite 
Nottingham Trent University being in the dark for yet another 
year we were still able to attract people to walk those extra 
steps and visit our church.   All of our 3 performance areas 
were well attended this year. 
 
We could not do it without our army of volunteers who help to 
set everything up and pack it all away in such a tiny window of 
opportunity, it truly is amazing how the team work to pull this 
off.   As well as our performers we also need to thank so many 
others including the amazing kitchen team who keep everyone 
fed and the fantastic front of house team who ran a slick 
service.   We should all be very proud of our young people for 
the work they do on Light Night in the café and performing.   
We also thank the stewards and those on refreshments who 
gave a warm welcome to all our visitors, it makes such a 
difference to the experience that strangers have when they 
arrive, not forgetting the team who brave the cold and spend 
the evening greeting people outside.   We also thank our 
bakers for a stunning array of puddings and cakes that draw 
people in.   We cater for a range of dietary needs which also 
brought a lot of positive comments. 
 
Here come the girls ………. this year our cardboard pew 
people have increased in numbers with the arrival of three 
ladies, Mary Lower, Peggy Gillespie and Jesse Alexander.   If 
you have been to Light Night you will have seen that we have 
some pew displays of past members showing their contribution 
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to the wider community.   Each display includes a large 
cardboard cut-out of the person sitting in a pew, it began 
several years ago with J.M. Barrie and has increased year on 
year thanks to our display team. 
 
We cannot rely on the City Council to advertise our event, 
budget cuts have decreased the effort that goes in to 
advertising Light Night so we rely heavily on word of mouth 
and having our programme passed around, as well as our web 
site and Facebook page, so thank you everyone for doing this 
and bringing along your family and friends.   We are very 
fortunate to have a building that allows us to put on this 
community event welcoming so many people of all ages into 
our church. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

 
 
NEWSLETTER 
 
It is time to remind you that the Newsletter is printed every 
month, and is available in large print format for those who have 
difficulty with the size of print. 
 
However, it can also be sent to you by email, saving the 
church having to use both paper and ink. 
 
If you would like to receive your Newsletter either in large print 
or by email, please contact Patrick Bretney. 
 


